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Ii\ k$ than dn holri flight trcn Pal).*e, the Trhitim .apitil on thr

mrin nLand, to the lirst dr.matic sighi oaBora Bon. llount Otemanu, m

rncient volcmo,juts high into lhc slg, with dn'mtic brs3lt dii]s thrt drop

dom ro rhe inhabnable land thit tirnrs thc coasili.c.
A m€re 10 klonctres long r.djust lbur kilomctrcs wide, rhe nhnd crn

be e\plo.ed in a dal bI biclde. Th.t is, ofcoursc, ifyourc fcdin8 ntlin€d

to mo"e fron rour o'?^'itcr dcck. I suftor lou could rvls pry someone

else to do the explorn,g forrlru.

The lagoon sutroundi,rg the nllnd is a many lleied nctropolis of

naine lifc. Proicdcd b,a blrier reei and dotted rith z,as,or small srnd
jslards, thc rvarer looks as ifrn irspned god pouEd blrc Cu !N into.n

occm ofmilk t. trcrt in rqurti. o.ktuil. Nl you neeJ is the unbrcl]r (n'

protc.t vou fronr rhe middN sun).

And ill 1ou rccd b do to mcct $me dourtul l..,ls is wrde into the

water Stinglals aa lhc fricndlie{, do.king b t urcts stxnJing in the

ldgoon. Like hbradoF lhcl krock each other rnd iGtle ro be th€ ft$ to

ddin your atrcnlion, rhet fuu),-like elts plexding "Pi.k me, pi.k mel"To

bc cuddl.d by a *i.g rav is x dntu.bing yet iddictive sensrton, though be
wamed, thel nuy hav€ no tedh but then suction ivals th.t ofi Dyso..

The reefsharkr arejust as iiien.lh., rt ledst when thetic hLDsrl, ind nrmc
resons and rour tempt then dorr wnh i bu.kci offtcshh cl,oprd tuna.

lle$ to str)' o. the other sid€ of the feeding ropc sl,cn th$c guvs nosh.

They rvo 

 

rttxck and are probiblr hr nrore s.ared oflou thi. thc othd

wavround,but dont|Ut my theoa- to the test.
You can nkclourpickirom the.e$oi rhe xguxtic.rew, induding ntoral

eels, bairacudas, carrlnglcs, l,,rotlish, lndier ilsh, butie'{v lish and then

!"4." I
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vrdous relatives. Feed thco sooc brcad a.d lhcy ll become )'ou new be$

liiends, wnppingyou in a tornado ofcolourcd fins and glisrcning scales.

Jst rs the sea rertues fight lbrbrc.d,thcwolld has lbugh! for this cor.er
oltheglobe.The diin nl.nd ofTihni was claimed byboth thc British and
the Frcnch in the 18th centurv Ther folowed a .entu of fighting and
rivalry before Txhiti s King Pon& V linalr .eded his tednories to France
in 1880,for dilitan protection from thc British. Eightlcaa l!!cr Bor! Bora

wN also rnnexed to Frince.
I', 1957 all d,c kllnds of Trhni bcc,mc brorvn rs Fre.ch Polyn€sia.

The islands havc cnjorrd autonomv since 1984, rnd norv eled then own

prcsido,t, rct thcr' *ill c.hbrrte Br*iUe Dzv or Julr 14 *rr/ ),er, and

Bo B.ra tuK on ! fliti.uhnl good show Th€ Lord Nlrlor,Iliss Bon

Boa andorhd lumi.lies g,therwith loc.ls in rhe smdy squar of Vaitrpe,

dre nrin lillagc. It cin bc a hng!h], ccrcmonl b!! iti woith waning for

thc fruit .idring r.cc: bu roung mcn n, loinclolhs run rrou.d the tom

cxnyins kjlos of frun oi bimboo shouldcr polcs.
Brstille n a good tinc to bc b Bora Bora !s it cones duri.g the mnu,l

Heiva listival, markcd by Porynesian dancing, mark€ts and displays €very
night. Drums are pounded, m€ni strength is tes€d rnd b€Nlv gueens vie
lor honoutr. But the hhnd.ewr ibrg€ts its honeymoon reputation, closing
dolvn it nid.ighr so all good lol€d up couples can retne to the ovetuiter
bungalows for whnh thn hh.d n known.

Conre midnight, the singles on rhe ishnd, of whi.h th€re de fe-, cin

nost likdl be fou.d rt Blood).Xlan's, rhe .debriq hrngout where Sharon

Sto.c rnd oihcr fanrous faces have beefl spotted. Rumour has it that thc

singles crt cakc. Just rcncnb.r ro bri.g your o$ n pack€t mn. I
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