
RACHAEL OAKES-ASH has a ctose encounter with a sea-tion as she hops around

Kangaroo lstand, onLy to discover a big country-town witderness of native animaLs'

eco-friendly tocats and Austratia's own Littte Sahara'

The island of Krnsdroo is . dccePtive one Da-lrrippes hod

Adel.id. ri) Krrsa(x,lsl.nd *ep off the fcrr-v in Pcnneshrw

and soon wish ibev'd prck.d an ovcrnisht bag ovcrniEht

visitob srcp onto rhe drnrac at Kitgscote AirPon rnd (Dn

lamcni  nor  pr .k ins n)r  r  wcck
Ic* re.lise the is!and 1s rhe thrrd largest off the coast

o i  ln i r . l i i .  $ i th  5 00lm of  corst l ine and 4 '300 squate

krk,mefcs of Leod. That s a ktr of n!rure to dis.over, 'o choose

rour  t inre.  then double n

A rh i r . l  o f  rhe,shnd is  declared Narrcnal ,nd ( lonscrvrnon

rrrkl|nd. \i'1th no rdbbits rnd ro toxes Pillisins the 'sl'nd's

v.st r.ti!e $ildlife, ,t s virtuill,v an oPen Plain zoo of

Aur l ia  s  n i t lvc rn im.k.  Those on sel f -dr ive soiourns arc

*.rned noi to dri!e rr dawn and dusk lcst rhe iourwheel_

d.ive gcr inrmatc wtrh dr€ i\l.nd\ nimesake. rhc kangaroo
(l'r) f,)lk, likc ne, nra-v 6nd ihe divins .ha ll.ngins 's rhe

isltrnd icrnres onlr tso bit(ncn ()ads tunninS cach length ol

rhe hnd rnd connectrng *trh b.ck dds oi red dir thir tro,ls

$1ih rdin. It! all pan of rhe rural fun rs I navieatc the rsland's

p . d h ^  J . r  n . l , r r ' l , ' r , J . r ' u r \ .  r o P p ' n 6 _ o r g , L r n P r ' r ' J r ' i l

bcween. There s an elemeor of $ild wonrr \thcn onc has red

dirr endusred booc and . car *hosc duco is nou canroutlaged

K,nsdroo Ishnd is one bi6 soall ro*n rdrift off ntc

Souih Coasr  and.s su.h cones wnh buckets ot  countrv

style hospir.lity. (insscotc, r\fttrican River.nd Pef'cshrw

rownshrps sir elong rhe north e,sr co.st $1ih scattered villiBes

end farnr rhnnghour the r€st ofthe isiand lbutisn is dre

second lrrsesr indusrr-! in K.nsarx) Isl.nd i.d dccotr'rs

for drore thad $50 nillion ,nnu.llY Trdnshied' rhs derns

$mcrh;rg ktr .ll rraveuer rypes-
Most lodgnrgs, restrur!n!s iod cafes are loclllr_ os ned rnd

oper.red. There are no chain storcs. franchnes or intrnarional

a.conuodrrlon ourlers. and mobile phone coleru8e 's skcrchl

at best. If you want file{rar service, bellbovs and r fax nrachint'

rhen choot .n alrermri'c holid,y denin.i'on
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I hc n,.r:r .rnr.r<rrr rt .rfudd tlr( .,,.srhn. $ Lih rh. l.rrsc
l :h ik l fb  \ . r t i (nr . r i  | . ! l  nr  r l r r  ! iurh sr{ .  l i \  h . r .  \ , { ,  1  hnd
Rrn, . r r l . r l l tRo. l . . . r ! , le . r i ,D, ' i \ i rJ  b l , \ . r  g  nrr .  r , \ , (1 . rs
i l r r  l re  ( , i  I  . r r . r  r run buLld,ng f f .h .d , r  .  n . rur .L sr .n.
J(n, r .  d( , r f i r 's  r )  th f  ( ) .e . ' r .

\ '  ' , .  l \  r \ ' , ,  L . r . . , l  |  . : . ' * r r r ' .
rh .  r )d. r l in . l  r i r (1,  gI i fg  rhc. r r fx{ io f \  r ] r .  i ,n .  rhe\
J $ r r r c .  N o  r r r r  r '  ' r o p  I d  ( r l f , r  r h . , d 1 .  t Q r f h  n r
k, . r l . rs .  t rh . . rs . r rJ  p l . t l \ r ) r \ .  l t {Qd L(  \  s(  i !hr  n,5e. l  P,xr
,n,  rhr  ( ) r f ( \ t r !  r ( i . r { l i re  1, t r  . r  sur . l .J  r , { , r , , r  rhc ' . r  co l .n\ .

s ! . ,1  I l . r \  r '  r \  k iurL\ r \  . ' \  r r  s , r \  hcrc.  ( in{ , t \  i r .  E!d. ( l  orn)
rh.  i  uss lJ  bf r .h b\  r . r r l r rosh, ' t rsur t thc,  L. . fd , . r$rL, ' ( l
, l r ! . r t r r  i i rn  rhr  . ( ,1( ! r \  o f  Aun | . ! r  s . . r  l i , i rs  d, . r  c . r  n , , \
l r ( in , !  \  \ ( rd (J i \ . ,nr i rg.  ia \  l ) !s t  ror  t ( ' r ( (  J i r r . r  '  hcr \v . . r
. ,  ' r . r  r r , . r , . l th t  r rc .m. . r iJ  , i  ore .h lse i .  $h, .h,n.  d,d.
* . r r , l  *  L  ,nJ t . r l l .  Th.rnI i r  l \  l , r  r r i { ( r ) l  nr t  i , r . ,  f t ) . r  . , ,k l

lhr  hr . r r  r I  iJ  . r  ' . l r  dn\ .  s{ , tdr f l r  o f  K.r fg i t r r )  l \ l . rn t l
. ,c . r i r  |  . , )u l (1 .  h . rn! .  f r I r i f . r , , r \  . r t  Ni l l .  l  nr lno,  dcn)ur  n i
I  i rd ,  \ . rh . r . i  . r tn i  . ( l  nr ' \ ,me t rn,c  to c l iml .  thc " . ' - ,  ' . , , ' "
( lun. \  rh i i  \ f . f ,  n ,  he l (^r , [ . r  n)rc isn ( r t ineni .  . \n( thrr
( l f r \ , .  \ . , \  f r ' r . ,1  n. r  L.  r l l '  , !ss!d l . . .Lh v i - \  (n v ivorne I ] i \
. r f  l , r \  \ ! . r . rnr l r l f  . r . f , r \  h . f  r .s .

Ihc  l . )c . r l s  ( ) t  ( . f s inx )  Id . rn r l  . rc  i c r ) . i (n ,n \  lo r i l  rnd

to i tu l  rh f i r  i c r f i ro r \  {  rh  p r i l l ' .  r l c rvonr  kn( t r \ \ . f r , \o r r .

\ l cnn .n ins  n , r  l . lN i rs  h  ihc  r . r ' k  n ) lk  r r  S . r l  l l $ .  d r . l  re  L

n ,c  n l rs  o i  n ,y  h r r r  l t t r rc  I  h r r  t  n*  thcn .  k \  p . rn  o i  th t

ch . r 'n ,  h r  rhc  r ( r , r i s t .  Iu r , rus t  J r i rc  th r  loc . r l s  n . r r l .

I t rchc l  l l i n f .n )  i s  .  rh i ' t l  gc rc r r t ion  LrnL l  o r  ner  , rn

r h c i s l i n d .  I l . r g  n l n r . d , c r .  l r r !  I l , ) d r n . r i h r  t l . r d . r

. ,unr ro l \ i le  DrDc, . rd  h . r  g  rd tu rhr r  fu r .h rs .d  r . r ( l  . r r

Sre l l ings  Ber th  on  the  nr r  th  e r r  r ( ) in  o i  thc  s l . , td  i ! t r (  th . r i t

t1 l  t c . rs . rso .  I i  s r \  r  \ v is r  nbvr  th t  l . rn , l  r r l l  nos  nerer  t ' t

b r  h  o ! r . rn t l  n  h ( lne  n)  l . i tu  T ,n r t  R€nt rb  th ,  &-  h ( t r , \$ .  ( l l i i r

Ho! \ . .  5 l \  Hou\c . r rJ  Sn)nc  H, t r , \ t  ih r t  shJe be . , rh t ( r t r .nn l

h i l ln ) f  l i nJ  rnJ  r  g . rnJ  scns t  o i  the . r t re

Bo, ,k  i . .omnoJ. r i ,n r  .n ,J  ( iu  l l  r f .e i \ f  o r .  ( ) i  i r r r  n r r r r

l , i n i \ c s . r l l r )  v o u h c l i . , n d \ o u ,  p r r t n c . l h r  l . i l |  I i i r .

c rpcr i rnec .  conp lc tc  r  i th  r r r rn r l  n r r re t  h r .h rmr  rn r  'neL 'c .

r i l l cd  Nrh  E.nr .s  r  pLr rc  fn id  B l r rn  lo*  Ln  rn rc .  rn l '  th t

l ' l ' ,  f , , , .  r l " 1 r  r . , . $ l ' . ,  $  l . , .  r '

I , ' r . r  * r ' . l r r . '  l , - . , . r  ' l . J t u  ' r J l t . l  t r  r r  t

rv i th  rJ , rpes .  rehet ,  J rppr rs .D{ l l c \  iDJ . { rnnru  

 

L r l )  ( .  In

rn , ,ner  upper  s  scnrd  ins id .  r  ho l lo r .d  , 'u r  h !  r i . (  l  , s

cuugh fu  se l  10 .  Rr .h ( l \  . r ) (h . r .  l i . l i ndr .  rs  . r  J f  g l r r i r l

. l ,n r€ r  .oDr fmior  $  i rh  s ( i rn \  , i f  hshLng nrp \ .  d ( , l fh ,n  s \  i f \

. r rJ  b rDt i r ts  r r r  th r  l )0 .h  rs  r .h i ld .

wr le  u t  l I c?  No f ( )h l . I .  t l i u . .h  r \ .  n r i \  { , f  l r f . f r
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leftoveG and lunch seNed mid-afternoon on th€ coquer

lawn. v/irh not a pub, shop or post offce for miles, rhe

isolarion of Life Time is its biggest selling point.

runher south on rhe 'sland, inland from the xa si$

SEanrder Homestead, a working farm own€d by Lynn atrd

craham Whe.ton. Twelv€ hundred hsrares of lush, rollins

l.nd are hone to cattle, sheep and birdlifc. It comes conPlet€

with its own crick€t pitch and co.rugated iror Pavilion used bv

the communitv crick€t team each Saturdav in summer'

The homestead was purchased by Grahan's sratrdfather in

1911 and .enovated in 1998 ro its original form. It took four
yea.s to complete as it was done mostly by Lym and Grahab

while she continued to work as the principal of th€ local

school and he worked the land. oBEs and black-and'white
prinrs oftime sone by line the hall walls and eve.ything has

At Stranraer it's all about the dinitg room. Most Suests
spend their days on eco' adventure or gourmet tours'

rerurning to rhe homestead h the evening ro soak in the

claw-footed b.rh, then share rales over a rhree-course meal.

vholesome flavoured food is r
sraple in these parts. Iqith fresh
local wines, free rans€ poult.t

seafood and the award winning
Kangaroo Island cheeses on offer,
it's just as well the island spo.ts
plenty of bushwalks to 8er rhe
metabolism burninS.

Marion Chambers, of the Penguin
Stop Cafa, has b€en on the isl d 10
years and married a fifth-sercratiod
KanSafoo Islander but has anothe.
10 years to so before she'll be
coNidered a lGal. Attracted ro the
p€rf€ct lifestyle of cl€an healthy
livins open 6elds, frcsh produce

and rhe island's remoteness, M.rior opened the Peryuin stop

Caf6 four years aso in Penneshaw, where the ferry omoads the

"Ifyou don\ e.t well on your holiday it dekacts from the

exp€rience," says Marion, who senes up epicurcan delights

in an art gallery $tting. Steal a coffe€ after the lu'ch rush and

hear Marion's own story of fallins i' love with a man and

his island. combined, she and he. husband David have six

children if, their twenties.
Iqhen I next r€turn, and I will, there is talk that a new

eco reson on the south coast vill have been conplded by

the oMers of Lord Howe\ Capella l-odse. Th€ plads are

impressive but the developnent has lGals sPlit over the use of

national park land. No doubt there will be heady debate at the

next local council neerins.
It's a classic dilemma in paradise. vhen you hav€ your own

slice of a gen like KI you don\ always wanr orhers to know

about it. Either way, I'rn bringing my doUar back to the island
- two days was only a tease.

rhp tunter u$ a sucst olSouth Ausr/al'an Tourisn

Gettinq there
RerAirlines flies frcm Adelaide to
Kangaroo lsland from $64 one-way.
Te1: 13 l7 13;website:

By @r/ferry, Kangarco lsland sealink
operates four daily Passenqer and
vehicle feries between Cape Jervis and
Penneshaw Tel:  13 13 0l iwebsite:
wvrws€alink.com.au

Where to stay
Eudget Kengaroo ltlend
wildernesr Reteat
An eco-friendly lodge with wild
wallabies, sits on the edqe of tlinders
Chase NationalPark. Rates start at
$140 for an eco lodge room.
Websiter wwwkiwtcom

Mid-hnge: Strenrcet Homestead
feaiures lour guest rooms, open fires
and goumet dining. Rates sta|t at
$208 per room including breakfast.
Websiter wM/wstranraer.com.au

Luxury: Life Time Retreatt
Sol5tice package includes transfers
from Kingscote aitport, brcakfan and
dinner, yoga and beach shuttle-for
$600 per person. Tel:(08) 8354 2368j
website: lwvwlife-time.com,au

Where to dine
The Penguin Stop Cafe, near the terry
wharf at Penneshaw

Don't miss
Pick up some of the award-winning

Kangaroo lsland cheeses at bargain
prices, and while you're in the mood,
trythe fresh seafood, free range
poultry and localwine5.

Insider tips
Kl is bigger than you probably think.
Stay for twice as long as you had
originally planned.

Stay tuned for details ot a new eco
resort to be builton the south coast
by the owners of Lotd Howe lsland's
Capella Lodge.

Further information
South Australia Toufism Commission's
Kangaroo lsland Touism
Tel: (08) 8553 2657;websrte:
wwwtou*angarooi5land.com.au
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